Support for Competition and State Aids in Albania
IPA 2008 project 


Twinning Project Fiche 
1. Basic Information 
1.1. Programme: IPA 2008
1.2. Twinning number: AL/08/IB/FI/04

1.3. Title:  Support for the Albanian Competition Authority and State Aid Department.
1.4. Sector: 03.08
1.5 Beneficiary country: Albania
2. Objectives

2.1 Overall Objective 

To contribute towards ensuring a competitive environment in Albania and to achieve a high level of discipline in state aids.
2.2 Project Purpose

To increase and strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of administrative capacities in the fields of competition and state aid and to ensure the approximation of legislation in those fields with the new EU legal framework.
2.3 Contribution to AP/NPAA / EP/ SAA:   

The project will help to achieve the priorities included in the proposal for a Council Decision on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the European Partnership with Albania and repealing decision 2006/54/EC:

· To improve and approximate to the “acquis communitaire” the existing anti-trust legislation to reinforce competition control.

· To strengthen the administrative capacity of the Competition Authority and State Aid Controlling structures and provide adequate staff and training.

· To adopt implementing legislation on state aid.  
· Continue updating the inventory of state aid schemes.


The project will help to achieve the obligations determined in articles 70-72 of SAA .
2.4 Link with MIPD: 
The Multi-annual Indicative Planning Document has foreseen the institutional set-up of key market actors, particularly State Aid Authorities and Competition Authority. In the specific way, the project is proposed based on 2.2.3.2 section of MIPD 2007-2009 titled “European Standards”.

2.5
Link with National Development Plan 

The Competition Commission of ACA has approved the National Competition Policy .The overall objective of this document is to be a descriptive program in order to ensure and encourage effective market competition. Also this document will contribute to the communication with the public, business community and public institutions. The policy describes the principles contained in the Law. 
2.6 Link with Sectoral investment plans
N/A 
3. Description

3.1 Background and justification: 

The SAA and IA envisage the development and approximation of the EU legislation in the fields of competition and state aids, as well the establishment of functionally independent structures to deal with restrictive agreements and concerted practices, abuse of dominant position and any state aid that distorts competition, favouring certain products or undertakings.

There is a legal framework in force, in both competition and state aid fields. The Competition Authority as an independent public institution, responsible for the enforcement of the competition rules. 
The National Competition Policy is approved by the Competition Commission. The Competition Policy is the body of measures and legal framework in which companies that operate in the private or public sector can carry out their economic activities freely based on free and effective competition. The fundamental mission of the Competition policy is to correct market distortions, given that a competitive market generates development and increases the overall wellbeing of our society. 
The Law “On State Aids” lays down the legal basis for the establishment of responsible structures for controlling state aids in Albania. State Aid Department within the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry is the technical administrative structure, whilst State Aid Commission is the decision taken body. SAC is composed of five members, and is functionally independent. It has the competences to approve, with or without conditions, or to reject any state aid scheme or individual aid in Albania, as well as to order the recovery of the aids unlawfully granted.
Following the completion of the negotiations, the work is now focussing on implementing the transitional mechanism provided for in the SAA and IA. The project is foreseen as a continuity of the Community assistance towards both institutions, in order to fulfil their commitments, obligations and the Recommendations of EC for the coming period. 

Considering that a comprehensive and consistent reform is recently in place in the EU, more efforts are required from competition and state aid controlling structures in the country, to ensure the appropriate adoption and effectiveness before the accession. Stronger enforcement tools, less and better targeted state aid, refined economic approach, in order to enhance the implementation of competition rules and the transparency in the use of public funds, will be the main objectives for the coming period. 

In that context, the legislation should be improved and completed, reflecting EC regulation and directives, such as the Commission Notice on Fines and Reduction of Fines in Cartel Cases, The procedural rules related with the right to be consulted with the file, other guidelines covering antitrust issues, the GBER (R&D&I, Environmental Aid, risk capital aid), White Paper /guidelines on SGEI, Multisectoral Framework (RAG) etc. 
The ACA, SAD and SAC are required to enhance their effectiveness, whilst the aid providers, business community and courts should have their full commitment to comply with their obligations and to enforce the rules properly. Best practices from homologue structures in old or new Member States, through twinning projects, will be very fruitful in achieving these objectives. 
The project will have an impact in creating a competitive market in Albania through enforcing competition rules and state aid discipline; will foster the competitiveness of Albanian undertakings to face a pressure of such discipline already established in EU, and joint efforts with homologue structures in Balkan Region to comply with internal market requirements.

3.2 Linked activities 
The CARDS 2002 Project “Support for Competition and State aid in Albania” has assisted competition and state aid field by 2 mln Euros. The support has been focused on: 
· the alignment of the Albanian competition legislation to the acquis, in order to meet  criteria set by the European Union and to support the implementation of legislation;

· strengthening of the system of competition regulation through the establishment of a trained Independent Competition Authority;

· supporting the ACA for the formulation of the mid-term strategy;

· raising awareness of among the business community, economic operators in general;
· Raising awareness for the competition rules,

Both institutions have been supported, also, by GTZ, which, in accordance with CARDS Project, has assisted in the organisation of trainings for business community, school of magistrates/judges, and aid providers at central and local level.GTZ is also collaborating with ACA and has given its financial contribution in different publication, in giving expertise in ACA cases, is helping to evaluate the legislation. 
On December 2007, the FWC “Strengthening of capacities for State aid Controlling Structures” under CARDS 2005 Programme has been made operational. The project is being focused on:

· enhancement of the analyses of state aid plans, 

· support on the preparation of Annual reports on state aid, and 

· developing the regional map, based on the available statistical data. 

An IPA 2008 Technical assistance for improving the legislation is expected to start on October 2009.Activities will be focused on:
4.1.1. Amending the existing legislation, reflecting, in particular the new legal reform in EU (as described above in 3.1) Drafting new implementing regulations and guidelines


4.1.2. Translation of EC Regulations and other interpretative documents, according to National Plan for the implementation of the SAA

4.1.3 Publication of Albanian legislation and other informative brochures in competition and state aid fields (Publication of the Official Bulletin of ACA and summary of publication for the state aid legislation together with any informative brochure) 

3.3 Results: 
The expected results from the project are:

· Administrative capacities of the Competition Authority and State Aid Department effective and efficient in case handling covering all sectors. The project will help for the training of the new ACA and SAD staff (the number of personnel of competition authority has been increased with 15 new members) which is very crucial for the effectiveness of ACA and SAD. The experience of homologue structures in Member States in dealing with cases will be very important.
· Increased competition and state aid culture in the country. The aid providers, business community and courts aware and committed to comply with their legal obligations.

·  Strong competition and State Aid advocacy. The economic stakeholders, the central and local government, partners in the process of drafting the new legislation.  

· Other institutions such as Institute of Statistics, General Directorate of Customs, General Directorate of Taxes, Ministry of Finance, etc will assist in data collection and information in cases handled and assisted by external experts.
· Cooperation with homologue structures in Balkans Region institutionalized and strengthened.
3.4. Activities
The twining project is expected to add value on the expertise level of the staff member of the Albanian Competition Authority and State Aid Department, getting experience and building the proper culture of work on site in the both hosted and beneficiary countries.

Activities will be focused, in particular, to:
1. Exchange the experience on case handling and creation of the mutual experts network. Mutual exchange of experts for particular cases in the process of investigation through short term mission experts and /or on line communication. 
2. Organize internships/study visits nearby respective structures and other relevant institutions in the hosted country.  (several 4-5 days up to two weeks working visits for the teams to the homologue authority or other linked institutions)
3. Organize joint- training seminars on competition and state aid issues, in order to increase the institutional capacities, to strengthen the member staff skills and to monitor the outside perception of the overall institutions activity. (such seminars will be organized for the staff, as well as for the central and local administration, business community, and judges) and other competition and state aid activities (conferences, work-shops, etc)

4. Organize bilateral consultations and round tables with other stakeholders, such as line ministries, regulatory entities, directorates of Customs and Taxation, in order to increase the mutual level of cooperation, to strengthen the enforcement tools, to increase the effectiveness of the competition and state aid law on the market and to  raise the competition and culture.
5. Establishing the system of data exchange with National Registration Centre, General Directorate of Taxation, GD of Customs, and other institutions, necessary to monitor in real time the market’s changes. 
6. Organize round tables with homologue structures in Balkans aiming at the exchange of experience and expansion of cooperation between these countries in discussing different cases, to strengthen the relations, considering the usefulness of consultations and problems of mutual interest.  (Working Meetings for particular issues).

3.5 Means/Input from the MS Partner Administration

3.5.1 Profile and tasks of the Project Leader 
Profile of experts required:
· Very good knowledge of EU legislation and practice on competition and state aid

· Management and coordination skills

· Minimum of 10 years experience dealing with competition and state aid issues/practical case handling.

Main Tasks:
The project leader will be responsible to manage the staff and other resources to achieve the agreed project objectives in an efficient and effective manner. He/She will keep close contacts with the beneficiaries (ACA and SAD), contracting authority (EC Delegation in Tirana) and other stakeholders; will establish, together with the beneficiaries, a  monitoring and evaluating system in order to asses the progress. 
3.5.2 Profile and tasks of the RTA 

One Resident Twinning Adviser (RTA) over a period of 22 months as well as medium/short term experts will implement the above-listed components. The RTA has the responsibility to guide the work of the team. The medium/short term experts will work in close cooperation with the RTA and the staff in order to meet the specific objectives as set out above.   

The RTA is expected to fill the following profile:

Minimum 10 years of experience in the fields of competition and state aids.

Be an administrator from public administration of an EU member state with expertise in competition and state aids issues. He/she should have the status of civil/public servant. 

Sound comparative knowledge of relevant EU legislative and institutional requirements related to the components of this project.

Wide knowledge of related good practice/acquis communautaire. 

Solid knowledge of competition and state aids legislation, work methods and procedures.

Have excellent management, leadership, communication and coordination skills.

Proven abilities of manager in forming an appropriate team of short-term experts. 

Experience in developing similar projects implemented in other countries.

Good training, public speaking and written communication skills.

Excellent computer literacy (Word, Excel, Power Point).

Excellent command of spoken and written English.

Additional assets are:

Sound background in drafting and/or implementing strategies, policies or regulations

Previous experience as project coordinator/project manager in similar projects;

Some relevant working experience in the new Member States and the Western Balkans;

Knowledge regarding the situation and the administrative structures from

Albania would be a plus.

Relevance of other language skills will be considered as well. 

Tasks: 

Overall supervision of the project implementation and coordination of all activities, as well as management of the project administration;

Advise on competition and state aids standards and practices in EU Member States;

Coordination of the activities of the team members in line with the agreed work programmes to enable timely completion of project outputs;
Preparation of project progress reports;
Permanent contact with the beneficiary RTA counterpart;

Liaison with EC Task Manager; 

Liaison with other relevant projects.

The RTA is expected to ensure, together with the beneficiary administration, the achievement of the objectives listed in 2.1/ 2.2. In order to meet these purposes, and if fully justified, the RTA may propose alternative and/or complementary project activities and/or outputs to those identified in the section 3.4. 
3.5.3 Profile and tasks of the medium/ short-term experts 

Tasks of medium and short term expertise
Terms of Reference for short-term adviser(s) will be elaborated by Project Leader and RTA at the work plan preparation stage.
Profile of short and medium-term expertise

There should be a pool of short/medium term experts. Their "mix" should be identified by the Project Leader and RTA in the course of designing the delivery of the project. The actual duration of the assignments of each of the short-term expert(s) (in principle from 2 to 8 months) will be defined during the drafting of the Twining work plan. The medium-term expert(s) will work in close co-operation with the Team-Leader/ RTA and the Beneficiary in order to meet the specific objectives as set out above. 

The short and medium- term experts are expected to have:

Professional background in competition and state aids issues
At least 5-10 years of experience in a specialised national administration of an EU Member State; 
Solid training skills and experience in organizing training courses
Sound knowledge of relevant EU legislative and institutional requirements related to the various components of this project;
Very good command of English (oral and written);

Excellent computer skills (Word, Excel);

University degree.

Additional assets are:

Sound communication skills and previous experience of working in multi-disciplinary and multi-national team;

Sound background in drafting and/or implementing strategies, policies or regulations;
Some relevant working experience in the new Member States and the Balkans.
4. Institutional Framework
With the approval by the Assembly of Albania of the decision no 96, dated 30.04.2007 “On approval of the structure and organigramme of Competition Authority”, the number of personnel of Competition Authority has been increased with 15 new members and trainings are needed. The Competition Authority of Albania is composed by The Competition Commission and the Secretariat. The CC is the decision taking body, collegial body, composed by 5 members (Commissioners) selected from me Assembly of Albania.

The Secretariat of Competition Authority is the administrative/executive body responsible of the investigative procedures according the anti competitive practices, legal issues and others.  The Competition Commission has the right to choose the Secretary General. The secretariat is composed of 3 directories and 1 sector:

· The Directory of  Market Surveillance (10 members);
· The Directory of Legal and Procedural Affairs (6 members);
· The Directory of Interior Services.(5 members);
· The sector of monitoring and analysing the markets. (3 members) .   
As per the existing legal framework governing state aid, two structures of state aid control have been established and are operational – the Directorate of State Aid at the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy, and the State Aid Commission.

a) The Directorate of State Aid, within the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy is the structure entrusted with the technical-administrative competences for the control of state aid in Albania. The Directorate’s mission is the implementation of state aid legislation through analysis, evaluation and state and individual aid scheme control, aiming at ensuring the disposal of the state aid discipline in the country, transparency in the utilization of public funds, and the balancing-out of these policies for the achievement of horizontal, sector, and regional objectives.

b) The State Aid Commission is the decision-making body entrusted with the competencies to authorise the plans of granting state aid, or to order the restitution of illegal aid. Pursuant to the provisions of the law, the Commission is a collegial body, which consists of five members. It is independent in exercising its functions.

5. Budget 

The beneficiary will provide in kind contribution in the form foreseen in the twinning manual. 
Total budget of the action: € 1 million Euros. 
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	Investment

Support (I)
	Institution

Building (IB)
	Total Programme(=I+IB)
	National Co-financing
	IFI
	TOTAL

	Twinning
	N/A
	1,000,000
	1,000,000 
	0,000
	0
	1,000,000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	1,000,000
	
	0,000
	
	


6. Implementation Arrangements

6.1. Implementing Agency 
The European Commission Delegation in Tirana will be responsible for tendering, contracting, payments and financial reporting, and will work in close cooperation with the beneficiary. The Programme Manager at the EC Delegation, OPS I, will be Mark Reilly  European Commission Delegation in Albania, 17th Floor, ABA Centre, 
Rruga Gjon Pali II, Tirana, Albania.  Tel: + 355 42 228 320 Fax: +355 42 270 678 e-mail: mark.reilly@ec.europa.eu 
6.2 Main counterpart in the Beneficiary Country: 

Project leaders: For Albanian Competition Authority: Ms Lindita Milo, Chairwoman,
Albanian Competition Authority, Sami Frasheri Street 4, Tirana, Albania 

E-mail: lmilo@css.gov.al  Tel: +355 42 234 504, Fax: +355 42 234 497

For State Aid Department: Edlira Baraj, Director of Sate Aid Department, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy, Blv. “Dëshmorët e Kombit”, Nr. 2, 1001, Tirana, Albania

E-mail: ebaraj@mete.gov.al Tel: +355 42 22 81 77
6.3. Contracts: 

The project will be implemented through one twinning agreement.  

	Contract
	Contract Value ( € )

	
	

	Project: Support for Albanian Competition Authority and State Aid Department

	Contract = Twinning


	€1.000.000


	Total  € 1.000.000 
	


7. Implementation schedule (indicative)   
7.1. Launching of the call for proposals (date) July 2009
7.2 Start of the project activities (date) August 2010 
7.3. Project completion (date) July 2012 
7.4. Duration of the implementation period (number of months) 22 months 
8. Sustainability: 

The sustainability of the project rests entirely upon the Government of Albania as a whole in the fostering of a professional, merit based public administration. 
9. Cross cutting issues

9.1. Equal Opportunity

The principle of equal opportunity will be integrated into all stages of the project implementation, which it is also in conformity with the Albanian Constitution which provides for equal opportunity for men and women be treated equally despite of their race, nationality, gender, origin, religious and political beliefs. 
9.2. Environment 
N/A 

10. Conditionality and sequencing

The implementation of the project requires the full commitment and participation of the senior management of the Albanian Copyright Office 

The Beneficiary shall:

a) Ensure that appropriate staff is made available to work with the EU twinning partner(s). Counterparts for each of the objectives will be appointed to facilitate the implementation of the respective activities of the twinning project;

b) Be responsible for the selection of trainees - in consultation with the EU experts - as well as for providing the EU experts with legislation and any other documents necessary for the implementation of the project;

c) Ensure that appropriate staff for training are made available, that trainees are released from their duties during their training and that once trained they are retained in post;
d) Ensure that staff trained under this project are permitted to remain in post and not subject to arbitrary and frequent transfer into posts where their newly acquired skills are of no use or dismissed without due cause/process. To address this, a detailed database of what training was provided to which person should be maintained by the implementing partner(s) to allow for monitoring of the investment in future to ensure those trained have not been transferred;
e) Shall provide all possible assistance to solve any unforeseen problem that the EU twinning partner(s) may face;

f) Fully support the RTA with accommodation, trainings rooms and logistical assistance.

Equally, the Twinning team, as led by the Twinning Resident Adviser must ensure full collaboration with the counterparts at the institution. Communications should be open and consistent. The Twinning team must carry out activities in the interest of the institution, and maintain its involvement at all stages of activities.  

Annexes to project Fiche 

1. Logical framework matrix in standard format 

2. Implementation Chart 

3. Reference to feasibility /pre-feasibility studies

4. List of relevant Laws and Regulations 

5. Reference to relevant Government Strategic plans and studies (may include Institution Development Plan, Business plans, Sector studies etc) 

	ANNEX I - LOGFRAME PLANNING MATRIX FOR twinning fiche 

Support for Competition and State Aids in Albania
	Programme name and number 
	

	
	Contracting period expires:

3 years following the date of conclusion of the Financing Agreement
 
	Disbursement period   expires :  

One year after the end date for the execution of contracts


	
	Total budget: €1,000,000

	IPA budget:

€1,000,000  

	Overall objective
	Objectively verifiable indicators 
	Sources of Verification
	Assumptions

	To assist the Government of Albania in strengthening the competition and state aids system in line with EU standards.


	SAA articles 

Albania 2007 European Partnership
	Albanian Monthly Reports
	

	Project purpose
	Objectively verifiable indicators 
	Sources of Verification
	Assumptions

	The purpose of this project is to support the Albanian Competition Authority and State Aids Department  to increase and strengthen the efficiency and effectiveness of administrative capacities in the fields of competition and state aid and to ensure the approximation of legislation in those fields with the new legal framework introduced in the European Union
	National Plan for the Implementation of the SAA, 

Law and regulation in accordance with EU legislation

Number of cases completed 
	The project reports

	ACA and SAD are committed to implement the project in the proper way, in good cooperation with line ministries, and other institutions

	Results
	Objectively verifiable indicators 
	Sources of Verification
	Assumptions

	Administrative capacities of the Competition Authority and State Aid Department effective and efficient in case handling covering all sectors. The project will help for the training of the new ACA and SAD staff (the number of personnel of competition authority has been increased with 15 new members) which is very crucial for the effectiveness of ACA and SAD. The experience of homologue structures in Member States in dealing with cases will be very important.

Increased competition and state aid culture in the country. The aid providers, business community and courts aware and committed to comply with their legal obligations.  

Other institutions such as Institute of Statistics, General Directorate of Customs, General Directorate of Taxes, Ministry of Finance, etc will assist in data collection and information in cases handled and assisted by external experts.

Cooperation with homologue structures in Balkans Region institutionalized and strengthened.

	Time on case handling reduced.

Number of cases carried out increased

Number of successful cases increased

Ratio between positive court decisions/ total cases appealed  approx. 1

Number of trained staff of both institutions (35)
Enforcement procedures reviewed according to the best practices and in coherence with other stakeholders implementing procedures.

Number of trained economic partners, business, courts etc 

Establishment of data exchange system

Number of regional activities organized

.
	Project reports, Mission reports

Reports of implementing agencies
Documents of the Ministry of Integration

ACA and SAC Decisions/published in the Official Bulletin and Gazette

Final Court Decisions
Identification of the bulk of experts. Creation of a Data base with their profile. 

Evaluation forms from participant in the seminars, work-shops etc.

Opinions and recommendations from ACA and SAD, taken into consideration.

System of data exchange established and functioning

Evaluation materials, presentations

	Good cooperation with the Ministries of Line, with the Parliament of the Republic Of Albania, with the Business partners, with the courts etc

	LOGFRAME PLANNING MATRIX FOR Project Fiche – continued 
	
	

	Activities/Components or input 
	Means
	Sources of verification
	Assumptions

	1. Exchange the experience in case handlings (mutual exchange of experts for particular cases in the process of investigation-short term mission experts). 

2. Review the enforcement procedures and implementing tools to enhance the efficiency of competition and state aid decisions.

3.  Organize study visits (several 4-5 days working visits for the teams to the homologue authority or other linked institutions)

4. Organize joint- training seminars (such seminars will be organized for the staff, as well as for the central and local administration, business community, and judges) and other competition and state aid activities (conferences, work-shops, etc)

5. Organize bilateral consultation with other stakeholders, such as line ministries, regulatory entities, directorates of Customs and Taxation.

6. Establishing the system of data exchange with general Directorate of Taxation, GD of Customs, INSTAT and other institutions.)

7. Organize round tables with homologue structures in Balkans (Working Meetings for particular issues).


	Twinning package of 24 months

Twi

22 Short term missions of 2 x 6 days (from the experts of the twinning structure)

12 Short term missions  of 4x6 days (from ACA and SAD to the homologue structure)

8 study visit 

5 days x 10 persons

Training seminars for the staff, (12 x 1 day sessions)

4-5 Training seminars for the line ministries /regulatory entities

International conference

6 Road shows

2 work shops

1-2 round tables with the homologue structures in SEE


	Total :1 000 000 Euro

	ACA and SAD are committed to the implementation of the project and to achieve its purposes.

Both institutions will provide the twining project with the necessary materials and documents in order to operate effectively.


ANNEX II:
Implementation chart 

Project: Support for Competition and State Aids in Albania
2009

	July
T
	August
T
	September
T
	October

T
	November

T
	December*
D


2010

	January

D
	February

D
	March

D
	April

D
	May

C
	June

C
	July

C
	August

I
	September

I
	October

I
	November

I
	December

I


2011

	January

I
	February

I
	March

I
	April

I
	May

I
	June

I
	July

I
	August

I
	September

I
	October

I
	November

I
	December

I


2012

	January

I
	February

I
	March

I
	April

I
	May

I
	June

X
	July

X


D = Design (* Design period is limited to 5 months, due to contracting deadline)
T = Tendering
C = Contracting period 

I = Implementation
X = Closure

Annex IV

Reference to relevant reports/documents 

Annex V

List of relevant laws and Regulations 

Laws and secondary legislation in competition field
· Law No.9121, date 28.07.2003 “On Competition Protection”

· Regulation: “On functioning of Competition Authority”
· Regulation:  “For the prohibition of the conflict interests  in the public  functions”

· Regulation: “On fines and leniency from fines”

· Regulation: “On the control of concentrations”  
· Guidelines “On the market definition”
· Guideline “On the assessment of the normative acts on competition”

· Regulation “On Defining The Expenses To Follow The Procedures Nearby The Competition Authority”
· The notification form of concentrations;
· Guideline “On the notification form of concentrations”;
· Guideline “On the notification form of an agreement”

· The notification form of agreement

On the other hand, the State Aid Directorates regulates its operations on the bases of the following legal framework:
· Law No. 9374, dated 21.04.2005 “On State Aid”

· CoM Decision No. 815, dated 28.12.2005 “On the Conditions and Procedures of Granting the Regional Aid”

· CoM Decision No. 816, dated 28.12.2005 “On the Conditions and Procedures of Granting the Aid for rescuing and reconstructing”

· CoM Decision No. 817, dated 28.12.2005 “On the procedures and the form of report”
· Guideline “On the Presentation of Complaints for the Illegal Aids and Assessment of the illegal aids”

· Decision of Council of Ministers “On the State Aid Inventory Schemes”;

· Guidelines “For some categories of horizontal aid”, which is approximated with Regulations 68/2001, 363/2004, 70/2001, 364/2004, 2204/2002 of the European Commission;

· Guidelines “On State aid in the form of services of general economic interest compensation”.
Reference to National Action Plan for the implementation of the SAA

More specifically, the legislative initiatives to be taken, in the medium term have been listed by the Albanian authorities as: 

Medium-term Legislative Initiatives

· Regulation “On the investigative procedures”
· Regulation “On Fine and leniency from fine”;
· Regulation “On minor importance”;
· Guideline “On the assessment of the horizontal concentrations between undertakings”;
· Guideline “On the assessment of the vertical and conglomerate concentrations”

· Guideline “On the vertical restrains”;
· Guideline “On the horizontal cooperation agreements”;
· Regulation “On the research and development agreement”;
· Regulation “On the specialization agreement”;
· Regulation “On the technological transfer agreements”;
· Publication of annual reports for Competition Authority; Publication of the official bulletin of the decisions of the Competition Commission etc;
· Guideline “On state aid for environmental protection”;
· Guideline “On state aid for research development and innovation”;
· Further improvements/amendments of SAL, reflecting new legislative reform on EC;.
· Preparation of annual reports for state aid ;
· Preparation of the regional state aid map.
Medium-term Implementing Activities
· Strengthening the administrative capacities of the state aid control structures;

· Strengthening the institutional capacities for granters of the state aid, in order to implement their legal obligations in the field of state aid;

· Rising of public awareness on the state aid concept
Reference to MIPD

 The proposed project is in compliance with section 2.2.3 of MIPD 2007-2009 titled “European Standards,” where it is foreseen the institutional set-up of key market actors, particularly State Aid Authorities and Competition Authority.  

In point 2.2.3 Albania has undertaken commitments in the area of competition under the SAA. Regarding anti-trust, the functioning of the Competition Authority has improved, but it is held back by the scarcity and inexperience of its staff. State aid-related SAA preparations are on track. The legal framework and inventory is now complete. The State Aid Department's operational independence now needs to be ensured.

In the “Main priorities” point 2.2.3.1, MIPD foresees:
· Support to the development of strategies and policies in order to establish sectoral policies and a regulatory framework compatible with European standards.

· Support to the establishment and capacity building of agencies and institutions required for the implementation and enforcement of the sectoral policies, including mechanisms for the verification of EU compatibility of government policies and draft laws.

Such support should assist these institutions to achieve the fulfillment of the following result as mentioned under point 2.2.3.2“Expected results”. 
· The institutional set-up of key market actors, particularly state aid authorities, the Competition authority,
Reference to National Development Plan

The Competition Commission of ACA has approved the National Competition Policy .The overall objective of this document is to be a descriptive program in order to ensure and encourage effective market competition. Also this document will contribute to the communication with the public, business community and public institutions. The policy describes the principles contained in the Law.    

Reference to national / sectoral investment plans 

N/A
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